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Hello everyone, there is so much news you must 

look up the new web site! Peter, our director, had a 

marvellous but very humbling experience when he 

was out recently. He started a new sub-station in 

Chitawo where one family he visited had 9 

children; the eldest child [and guardian] was16 with 

no means of providing even the basics; another new 

guardian who was taken to the hospital by ARO had 

a large tumour attached to her jaw but was sadly 

beyond surgery - the reason she had been unable to 

attend herself was the equivalent cost of $1. The 

team prayed for her. It was a poignant reminder of 

ñwhy God had called Peter & Kirsi into this work to 

reach people that no one else can reach & show 

them that God has not forgotten themò.  

So 13 children have now been added to the 

programme in Chitawo and 4 at Namba. ñ It was 

great to walk through the villages & have God 

direct us to the individuals that He wanted to help 

through ARO.ò Charlie said afterwards. Nesiô one 

of our orphans' house collapsed in Masenjere and so 

her teacher Rosmarie has taken her in temporarily. 

Peter left finance to provide a new home for her. We 

would like to introduce Raimo Lehtinen, another 

team member & manager, based in Finland. He 

disseminates sponsor info and banks donations as 

well as transferring much needed funds to Malawi. 

Raimo is a retired Head Teacher from Lappeenranta 

& joined ARO in 2002. When asked what made him 

take on this voluntary task he said, ñWhat else could 

I do? Iôd followed the beginnings of ARO from the 

start as my daughter Kirsi is the co-founder. I saw 

God moving powerfully helping these abandoned 

children and so wanted to be His hands here in 

Finland. My most demanding work is translating & 

editing the Finnish version of the newsletter!!!.. but 

I feel guided in this work. It is a great privilege & so 

rewarding to see children so desperately poor 

growing into healthy & skilled teenagers.ò 

 

      Wee Gladys from Chitawo. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

Home Based Care has now commenced for our 

guardians. Previously care had been undertaken 

randomly, fixing roofs and providing medical aid 

but Peter wished this to be done more thoroughly & 

on a regular basis. Personal care can become 

established easily since there is no major increase in 

the budget required, but repairing roofs/homes can 

be costly. Grass roofing is the cheapest by far but  

corrugated roofing which obviously lasts much 

longer is prohibitive. It is intended that 2 women 

will visit in the morning and 2 male staff in the  

afternoons. Initially Fanny & Fronce are the first 2 

workers to be trained up but this will extend to 

include all the workers-a bible in one hand & 

practical love in the other. Charlie McGill, our 

projects manager, has also commenced helping the 

local communities with their water supplies: the 

bore holes at Fatima & Kandodo repaired by ARO.  

     Staff with new supplies for Chiringa. 
 

All staff have now been employed on a full time 

basis and given a raise in salary. Everyone was so 

pleased since inflation is hitting hard, but more  

responsibility has been assigned too! Mary, a 

former orphan & now married, has been taken on as 

our new tailor and started in April. She will fit in 

well and certainly óknows the ropesô. Patricia has 

started as a new teacher who has excellent admin & 

computing skills-the girls will benefit in the new 

Education Unit-which now proudly boasts a fridge! 

Please pray that electricity will be constant....! 
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Chitawo, new substation- orphans & guardians. 



Three children that William identified last year [Nov 

issue] were confirmed to have epilepsy and so regular 

treatment has commenced to stabilise them. 

Hiv testing has started at Muona not an easy task  

considering the distances involved. One of our girls 

had an unplanned pregnancy [the foetus was lost] and 

after much heart searching on both the ARO team & 

the girl involved, she finally persuaded everyone that 

she did want to go back to school and proved her 

sincerity over time with a changed attitude & working 

diligently throughout the year. 

Richard is costing a one off container for Malawi 

[transportation is so expensive] since tools purchased 

there are exorbitant and are not durable. He intends to 

transport primarily mechanical sets, carpentry tools & 

medical equipment. Several charitable organisations 

are willing to provide free, refurbished tools which is 

so encouraging. Computers also are a possibility to 

enhance skills in the teenagers & young adults. 

 

 

 

Richard & I will be leaving for Malawi in May for 2 

months with Alison Wilson from Dalbeattie joining us 

for a few weeks. Allie has visited Malawi before & is a 

very willing helper. There is a Highland Fling event 

on the 24th April, in which Allie is running 53 miles of 

an Ultra Marathon on behalf of the orphans.                   

Yes that is correct.......!!!                                                

                     What incredible dedication!                 

Ntondo [see Aug 09] unfortunately broke one 

pair of his new glasses, he was given the spare set 

& another pair ordered.                

Maize purchase is a real issue this year with 

soaring prices. Only three quarters has been 

sourced so far, and with a 2nd harvest in June the 

final quota will be purchased then. Due to the 

prohibitive costs incurred in the food budget the 

toilet project has ceased temporarily but hopefully 

will restart when the food purchase has been 

completed. Newsletter by email: we are 

encouraging everyone to use this service since it 

cuts down costs, so please email us your details if 

this suits. Mail for Muona Orphan Centre to be 

addressed to Harry Zambezi, manager, ARO 

Muona, PO Box 28, Nsanje, Malawi, Central 

Africa; Chiringa mail to William as before! 

Please check out our web site & note our new 

email address abbasrest@btinternet.com If you               

would like an audio-visual presentation, or if we 

can help please get in  touch!  Normally we 

would get back to you immediately, however 

since we are away, Jim Walsham will continue to 

man the PO Box and if you still need to contact 

us, we should have sporadic access to emails to 

answer queries. Parcel deliveries will only be 

notified until end April, until our return in July.                                  

Your support is greatly valued, thanks so much 

from staff & children alike, Richard & Eleanor.   

      ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the Lord, ñplans to prosper you                                    

                           and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.ò   Jeremiah 29 verse 11. 

         All these pictures show some of the new orphans. 
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                                          How many people can 

 Dalitso                                  sleep on this mat!  
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