The Christian soldier: his conflicts and his armour.

1. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.” Eph 6.10
The Christian life is frequently represented in the scriptures under the metaphor of warfare.

The Bible uses many metaphors for the church.

A) Bride
B) Vine

C) Body

D) Family

E) Army

The Holy Spirit emphasises different things at different times. We need all these metaphors in order to get a clear picture of what the church is.

This teaching is about His army. Christ is our leader and captain and we are his good soldiers to fight the good fight of faith.

Let us have a closer look at the above scripture: 

· Be strong. Why? 
There are many reasons but just think about this for a moment.

We go from walking and living by what we see, hear, feel and sense in   time, to walking by faith and to things invisible and eternal.

Once enlisted as a soldier the process begins and we start to move up the ranks. Or we should do!  

· In the power of His might. Why?
Without God’s power none of us by ourselves could do that kind of change in our lives. It is a tremendous witness to others when we change through the power of the Holy Spirit: to walking by faith and not by sight, to living by the leading of the Holy Spirit and not by our feelings and to perceiving things from an eternal concept, outside the time and space. 

The Christian soldier has no strength in himself. God tells us without his grace we can do nothing.

So if we are going into warfare we would be wise to understand this starting point. “In the Lord have I righteousness and strength” (Isaiah 45:24).  We cannot have a more striking illustration than David’s combat with Goliath. He would not go forward with all the armour on but went forth in the name of the Lord God of Israel. Therefore he did not doubt for a moment.

If God be for us who can be against us?

“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear what man or devils can do against me”, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Hebrews 13:6, Philipp. 4:13).

Think about this for a minute! “Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the one who is leading.” (D. Prince)
To be possessed with courage and the skills of the use of arms is necessary to be a good soldier. “Oh yes, but I’am not really strong you you see! I’m timid and………” One might say this and many will say this in the later days to come. It is often not necessary for the Lords people to be indulging in needless fears. Let’s just remind ourselves of  His wonderful power omnipotence. If you are discouraged on the account of your own weakness, know that the weaker you are in your self the stronger you shall be in Him, and that He will perfect His own strength in your weakness.  
Also when we are weak we are driven away from self to God, or should be.

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12)

As you can see by the above Words in Ephesians it would be impossible to fight against these things in our own strength anyway. It is a different dimension altogether. 

2. The Armour of God:

Ephesians 6: 10-18

THE BELT OF TRUTH

The belt of truth (v.14) this is something that we have to do. Are we completely honest? Ask God to show us any areas in which we might not be. Having our waist girded with truth means being possessed with truth, guided by truth and controlled by truth.

No truth - no power over Satan.

When you leave truth, you are skating on thin ice. The Word says that the truth sets us free (John 8:32). The more honest we can be the more spiritually powerful and effective we can be.

SINCERITY:

1) A desire and intention to please God. ( Cor. 10:31)

2) A desire to know the will of God.

3) A determination to serve God without any regard to consequences.

4) Our duty to God is paramount to every other consideration.

THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
“The god of this world, blinds the eyes of them that believe not” (2Cor.
4:4). People of the world are blinded by Satan. But people who know God can also be blinded, not knowing what is right or wrong, calling right wrong and wrong right. 

Righteousness is not only a power and a protection for you but a threat to the devil. You exert pressure on the devil’s kingdom by walking in righteousness. When you know that you have been made righteous and are not constantly tormented by condemnation, righteousness will give you security. 

Freedom from condemnation is the most important thing you have. The devil is called the accuser. That is one reason you need the breastplate and to stop you falling into sin.

 Remember Romans 8: 33-34 

 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? (Satan) It is Christ who died and further more is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.
How do we know God’s righteousness? “Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, that we may prove (and discern, not by theory only, but by actual experiment) what is good, and acceptable, and perfect will 

of God” (Rom. 12:2).

Righteousness is further necessary, that we may repel the assaults of our enemy. To succeed without righteousness in your spiritual warfare is impossible. But do not mistake or imagine that any righteousness which you can attain in your own strength will protect you. God must be acknowledged as the sole Author of all that is done either in or by you, and the glory must be given to Him alone.    

The breastplate covers our most sensitive organs the heart in particular, we must guard our hearts from despair, confusion and other attacks.

“No weapon that is formed against us shall prosper”.  Isaiah 54: 17  

THE SHOES OF THE GOSPEL

Consider how many devices Satan has to wound your feet, and cast you down. There is persecution as the principal way, which many of us can recognize, as he uses to obstruct your progress or worse. But there are other means whereby he frequently effects us by his deadly purposes. Many whom he could not stop by persecution he has turned out of the way by error. Look into the epistles of Paul, and see how many he has “corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” He has his ministers as well as Christ; and in there outward appearance they are “ministers of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11.15). They themselves are not conscious of this fact. They propagate what they themselves believe, and often times with a zeal worthy of a better cause. But they themselves are blinded by him, and then are used as his instrument to overthrow the faith of others.

“…having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace…”
(Eph 6:15).

There are many examples of teachers and others who teach a false gospel,   “led aside by the error of the wicked, and fall from his own steadfastness?” 
(2 Pet. 3:17).

But it will be asked how will I know the true gospel?

The true gospel is a gospel of peace which sets forth Jesus as our hope, our peace and our all (Eph.2:14). It is a gospel which leads us to show all meekness and to live peaceably with all men. (Rom. 12. 18). Particularly it also will prompt us to seek the welfare of the church, and to “follow the things which make for peace, and things where with one may edify another” (Rom.14:19).

Let us get the knowledge of the gospel; let’s receive it, not as theory merely, but as a practical and living principle that shall influence our hearts and lives. And when we have received it, let us be firm and “hold fast the form of sound doctrine that we have received” (Tim.1:13).

Then we can go and spread the gospel of good news and peace.

THE HELMET OF SALVATION.

Many Christians do not know if they are born again.

The assurance of which family you belong to is paramount to shield you from confusion. Assurance produces security.

Think about Jesus when He was in the desert and the devil tried to under mind Him by saying constantly “ If you are the Son of God “ (Luke 4:3).
The helmet of salvation protects your thoughts from attacks. Ninety-five percent of all your problems will come from your wrong way of thinking.
Salvation is absolutely the most important thing for a human being. But salvation entails so much more than being born again. Being born again is the beginning of salvation. If the only thing you are sure of is your salvation, you are, in the eyes of God, like a soldier standing on the battlefield, naked but with a helmet on his head. When you think about it this way you can see why so many Christians live in defeat. It has nothing to do with dedication. You can be committed to Jesus and be willing to serve Him, but if you do not do as He says, you will be like a naked soldier. You will be a target for the devil, and easily shot down.

Hope and faith is not the same thing. Faith receives now. Hope expects something in the future. Hope is a joyful expectation and assurance that something is going to happen. Hope is the last thing to leave a human being.    

       The Shield of Faith
So as it is impossible to please God without faith, so it is that without faith it is impossible to withstand Satan. That powerful adversary will soon pierce through our “truth and righteousness”, if we don’t have the help of Faith.
Now Satan strikes sometimes at one part, and sometimes at another, according as the different parts may seem most open to his attack. And the temptations with which he makes his assault are as “fiery darts,” which fly with incredible velocity, and are calculated to inflame the soul with their deadly poison.
Faith provided it be true and living faith, receives the Word of God simply on the authority of Him that revealed it. It is just believed!! No more or less. The Christian just submits his reason to God. (hey that is just childish , well lets say hallelujah to that !!!! )  I think I read somewhere we are to be like little children.
Perhaps we should realise the conscious of man’s inability to comprehend even the most common matters in their full extent, the believer submits his reason to God, and receives without too much thinking or understanding.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and don’t lean on your own understanding”    Proverbs 3:5

You mean I’m not to think about things? Well that might help!! Just joking. 

Let move on as time is short and Jesus will be coming back soon.

        The Sword of the Spirit
The Scriptures are called the sword of the Spirit. They derive all their power from the Spirit. In themselves they may be like a sword sheathed and lying upon the ground. They may impart no spiritual energy or conviction whether read or preached. Paul was well read in the scriptures but could not see Jesus in them before his conversion. The Word then only came with any beneficial influence when it came not in Word only, but in the Holy Spirit and in demonstration of the Spirit’s power. As we know the Word without the Spirit is just a Word but when read in the spirit they become alive. Also we know when someone reads the bible without the Holy Spirit it is just words to them and does not make too much sense. The things of God seem foolish to them.
How can we use the Word to defend ourselves and have victory? 

How did Jesus overcome Satan in the desert? Well most of us know the story and the fact that He overcame him by the written Word. Look and see after each attack He said it is Written, Man shall not live by bread alone……. He replied again it is written and again. It is WRITTEN.
Matt 4.1-11

It is the Lord alone that gives wisdom, and therefore, while we search the Scriptures as for hid treasures, we must also lift up our voice to Him in prayer for knowledge and understanding. Let us look then to the Saviour, out of whose mouth goeth a two-edged sword. Let us be lead in all things by our Captain, the Lord Jesus.
Just one last thing as we all battle together:

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him a drink. For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head. 

Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.  Whoa, that’s good stuff and so supernatural it must be God.

Romans 12:20-21
May God show you the way in these coming days.

Peter Poole, servant and follower of Jesus Christ.
